
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

of the 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

of the 

MONTECITO SANITARY DISTRICT 

 

October 26, 2015 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Governing Board of the MONTECITO SANITARY DISTRICT convened a regular meeting 

at 1:15 p.m. on October 26, 2015 at 1042 Monte Cristo Lane, Montecito, California. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Present: Directors Thomas Kern, Judith M. Ishkanian, Warner B. Owens, Bob 

Williams, and Jeffrey Kerns 
 

Absent: None 

 

Also Present: Diane M. Gabriel, General Manager  

 Toni M. McDonald, District Administrator 

  

 James Hawkins, Heal the Ocean 

 Donna Senauer, Resident 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

 

The minutes of September 28, 2015 were included in the agenda packet.  

 

On MOTION by Director Williams and second by Director Kerns, the minutes were approved 

unanimously without abstention. 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF PAYROLL AND PAYABLES 

 

On MOTION by Director Ishkanian and second by Director Kern, the Board approved 

unanimously without abstention these payroll and accounts payable expenses from  

September 28, 2015 through October 26, 2015: 

 

 Accounts Payable Expenses                                 $   146,930.02 

 Payroll Expenses      145,633.38 

 Capital Improvement Expenses                              2,686.99 

  Total Expenses           $   295,250.39 
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4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 None 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

A. MONTECITO GROUNDWATER BASIN RECHARGE FEASIBILITY STUDY-

PRESENTATION TO MONTECITO WATER DISTRICT 

General Manager Gabriel reported on the Montecito Water District (MWD) October 20th 

meeting during which the Dudek study findings were presented. Ms. Gabriel and James Hawkins 

of Heal the Ocean had attended the meeting and answered Board questions. The Board accepted 

the presentation and directed staff to file the report.  No further action on recycled water was 

taken in the meeting. 

 

Ms. Gabriel reported also that the Dudek study findings were presented on October 23rd to the 

Montecito Association Water Committee, that she, James Hawkins, and Tom Evans had attended 

to answer questions, and that several MSD Board members attended.   

 

Director Owens opined that there was no posting of the agenda and this may have caused 

disappointing attendance.   

 

Ms. Gabriel reported that the Water Committee discussed a survey it is sending to membership 

about drought issues. 

 

James Hawkins addressed the Board about a Regional Water Board letter of October 20th to 

MWD, which was copied to Heal the Ocean as an interested party, and stated that “[t]he City and 

water district should evaluate whether maximizing production and reuse of wastewater for use in 

Montecito may be more cost-effective than increasing the production of desalinated water.”   

 

Ms. Gabriel talked about the possibility of serving MSD's immediate neighbors with recycled 

water for irrigation and suggested meeting with four or five customers to see if they are willing 

to work with MSD and MWD to allow MWD do this.  The Administrative & Operations (A&O) 

Committee will address this proposal if MSD should be approached by MWD for assistance. 

 

ACTION: A&O Committee 

 

 

B. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Director Kern reported on the October 22nd Finance Committee meeting.  The Committee was 

given a copy of spreadsheets prepared by Water Consultancy for the “Cost of Services” study.  

Additional work is needed by District staff to analyze the expense and revenue assumptions in 

the study. 
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